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Following in the Footsteps of Edmund Rice and 
St Columban – 2015 Footsteps Tour 
A pilgrimage is a journey of discovery. It is an external journey to 
a distant destination where a person can walk in the footsteps 
of Christ or the Saints or Charismatic Religious Leaders, as well 
as embark on an internal journey of self-discovery. On the 17th 
September, seventeen intrepid explorers from our College traversed 
half way across the globe to follow in the footsteps of Edmund Rice 
and St Columban. The mission was simple: to visit the places of 
spiritual significance that were important in tracing the story of our 
founders. Each man began his time in Ireland so this was our first 
destination. Later we travelled to Italy to visit the final resting place 
of St Columban. 

Dublin was the first destination on our itinerary and provided all the 
important socio-historical information we needed to understand the 
life and times of Edmund Rice and the significance of his work and 
legacy. As a direct consequence of the political turmoil, famine and 
Industrial revolution, poverty was rife in 19th century Ireland and 
many children were left uneducated, poor and exposed to crime.

Born in 1762 Edmund Rice’s circumstances were very different to 
the majority of Ireland’s populace. He had wealth and privilege but 
after tragedy in his young married life he turned to God and sought 
to challenge these circumstances and reverse the fortunes for boys who were born into poverty. Edmund’s 
primary objective was to look after boys who were living in squalid conditions and to liberate them from the 
shackles of poverty. He achieved this through dedication and service to God, and a commitment to social 
justice through education. Edmund Rice was the founder of two orders, the Presentation Brothers and the 
Christian Brothers and it is his legacy that many modern schools such as St Columban’s adopt an inclusive 
approach to education. 

Ever present in the back of our minds whilst visiting places like Trinity College, the Ring of Kerry and visiting 
medieval sites such as Skellig, was the life and tradition of our beloved St Columban. During the late 6th 
century St Columban set up monasteries right throughout Europe but he began his life and ministry in Ireland. 
Monasteries were important places of service and learning and encouraged the flourishing of medieval 
literature and arts. When our group gazed upon the Book of Kells – they similarly acknowledged the scholarly 

and artistic vision that would have sprung 
from the monasteries established by St 
Columban.

It was not until our visit to Bobbio, Italy, 
the final resting place of St Columban that 
our appreciation and understanding of St 
Columban grew. St Columban, was a man 
of courage – he challenged authorities, 
was a scholar, poet and possessed a strong 
sensitivity to nature. His deep spirituality 
and sense of God attracted many 
people. His followers went on to found 
70 communities all over the European 
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Mission and Outreach at StC

continent. In the 20th century he was 
an inspiration for the foundation of the 
Missionary Society of St Columban in 
1916. We were fortunate that Fr Robert 
McCullough the Director of Columban 
Fathers in Rome met us in Bobbio as 
our personal guide and then said a 
special Mass for us at the tomb of St 
Columban. All in the group realised the 
special spiritual connection to Bobbio 
but also felt a sense of connection to 
the wider network of the Columban 
Fathers - something the College 
has not experienced before and will 
continue to nurture and cherish.

The nature of Pilgrimage is that it has two 
dimensions - to nurture the spiritual connections to time, place and people and to 
encourage personal development. For our group the physical journey of negotiating 
our way through foreign cities such as Venice, Florence and Rome, engaging in cultural 
practices, and becoming conversant in a foreign tongue pushed personal boundaries. For 
some, being on a plane for more than an hour was the starting point of personal growth 
and yet others a stronger sense of self emerged and leadership skills became very apparent 
as they mentored and looked out for those who were much younger. For me, I return with a 
greater understanding of our College’s traditions and a renewed sense of purpose to enliven 
our traditions. This was the main objective. What I did not expect was the sense of hope and 
joy that I came away with because of the young people with whom I shared this journey. The 
display of their resilience, laughter and inspiration combined with their willingness to learn 
and their passion for life left me with a sense of great hope for the future. 

Finally, when I see a name of a building around the College like “Sion”, it is more than a hair 
dressing salon and Bobbio is more than a restaurant. These are places of great spiritual connection 
and purpose. The men who started these places were emboldened by their faith to make positive 
changes and a difference to the lives of others. We remember these names, the significance 
of these places and are similarly challenged. We are constantly presented with daily reminders 
to create experiences and live out the legacy of our founders and remember the importance of 
delivering excellence in Catholic Education for the benefit of the students in our care.

I would like to thank my fellow travellers: Ann Rebgetz, Darren Crilly, Fran Manning, Margaret Galvin, Sharon Scott and to our 
younger pilgrims Sharriah McCloy, Domonique Serginson, Alex Hall, Madeline Drane, Nathan Manning, Kelly Day, Ingrid Torrens,  
Siobhan Bennett, Baxter Sutcliffe and Matthew Howard. 

Raechel Fletcher – Assistant Principal – Religious Education and Identity

Gogra,
Well the year has taken off with a number of important College events completed with more still to come. Recently in May, the College 
conducted a very successful Open Day, culminating with the 1st XV being deserved winners against an old foe, St Pauls 20-17. The 
game was played in the usual ‘tough but fair’ tradition with both sides testing each other out. A number of Past Students were also 
on hand to enjoy the game. This event is something you should put in your calendar as the College goes to some effort to welcome 
the Past Students back on this particular day putting on drinks and snacks for those who attend in the tent specially erected on the 
day for the Past Students Association.
The ANZAC Day service was again commemorated at the College with the students putting on a very poignant and meaningful service. 
Again there was a good contingent from the Past Students Veterans community including relatives of past students who also attended 
the service. It never ceases to amaze me how much effort the students put into this ceremony every year. During the service, Terry 
Fogarty (’63) presented the College with a Memorial Banner with the names of all Past Students printed on it who have been killed in 
action. I would commend to you Terry’s thoughtfulness and generosity in support of those past students who have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice in the service of their country.
In upcoming events is the Inaugural Past Students Vintage Lunch to be held at the College on Friday 15 July (confirm date) at 1100, 
commencing at the College Chapel. The day will begin with an orientation and tour of the College lead by current student leaders team 
before sitting down to enjoy an all-inclusive two course meal, tea, coffee and other beverages (soft drink, beer and wine included) with 
the meal being cooked and served by the current hospitality students. The concept of the luncheon is to attract those students who left 
Albion before 1970, back to the College to reunite past students with the current College as well as catch up with old friends. To make 
it as easy as possible, the College bus will be providing return transport from Brisbane with pick-up and drop-offs at designated times 
from Toombul Shopping Centre and the Hyper Market Aspley (see the flyer for timings and exact locations). All of this is just $30 per 
head and partners are most welcome. For those intending to come, I would recommend booking early by calling Jenny (details below).
21 October will see the Annual Soaring Eagles Past Students Reunion again being conducted and this year it will be held at the 
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Meet Jenny

Celebrating Success as we Approach 20 Years of St Columban’s at Caboolture
Our Past Students Association is entering into a new phase as we approach 20 years of St Columban’s in action at Caboolture! It is wonderful 
to think we draw upon the richness of our heritage of St Columban’s being established at Albion in 1928. 
Having just undergone our External Review for Accreditation which happens every five years, the opportunity revolved around reflection on 
our journey and where we are heading. It is a good news story - the review reinforced this statement. The establishment of St Columban’s at 
Caboolture has brought a Catholic presence which is now enculturated, not only has it brought together students from 35 different primary 
schools in the district, but it has raised them up in many ways. Our high standards of excellence and innovative pathways have seen us win 
many awards including a National Award in Vocational Excellence. Our music academy of excellence has commenced and is producing some 
amazing outcomes. 
We have enjoyed victory at a top level on the sporting field in TAS and on a state and national basis with our very own Lakeisha Patterson 
representing us in the Olympic games this year. Graduates last year include Josh Connolly who has been awarded a sports and academic 
scholarship by Griffith University and who will compete in World Athletic Championships in Poland in High Jump. We have that lovely 
connection that Josh is the proud grandson of John Bellert Class of 1960. We thank you for your support and interest and as we celebrate 
our strengths and performances in every field, we are inspired by the spirit, tradition and community of our Albion founders. 
Our Learning and Teaching focus is very solid and we are always looking for opportunities to grow our students. Thank you to those who 
take on our students in work placements or traineeships, thank you to those who come and share their past journey with us, thank you 
to those who send their children to us, thank you to those who are financial donors to us, thank you to those like Colonel Patrick Evans 
(President), Terry Fogarty (Veterans) and Noel Kropp who continually support our Association and aspire to 
provide encouragement to our current and future students. I acknowledge and thank Linda Upton for her 
outstanding contribution as Alumni Officer over the years and welcome Jenny Butler to the role.  I welcome 
Jenny Butler to the role. I thank Margie Hallinan for her work in the role as College Archivist. Our Edmund 
Rice Charism of the four Touchstones of Inclusive Community, Justice and Solidarity, Gospel Spirituality, 
Liberating Education underpins all our actions and approaches being nurtured by us in every opportunity.
Best wishes for 2016 and we hope you mark that Reunion in October in your Calendar – bring a friend!! 
Please feel welcome to visit the College at your leisure and we would love to show you the full sights and 
aspects of the campus.

Meet Mrs Jenny Butler who has replaced Linda Upton as Alumni Liaison Officer. Jenny is passionate about  
St Columban’s College and what it stands for, especially within her own family of her husband Desmond 
and their 4 children. Jenny shares “We chose St Columban’s College for our children because of its sense of 
community and tradition”. Born in Papua New Guinea and an Alumni of Loretto Mandeville Hall, Melbourne, 
Jenny knows the strong relationship a College has to all students and how important it is to keep people 
connected long after they’ve left the College grounds. To this end, Jenny is excited to take up the role of Alumni 
Liaison Officer. Please get in touch with Jenny for any questions, queries or to share stories or feedback.
Jenny can be contacted for any matters regarding Alumni at: jennifer.butler@bne.catholic.edu.au - 5495 3111 
- Mondays and Tuesday mornings of school term

Page 3The Eagle - Issue 11

Ann Rebgetz 
Principal

Tattersall’s Club in Brisbane CBD. This is always a great night so I would ask you to put a place marker in your diary. The format will be 
the same as previous years with a tab and snacks being. As it will be at the Tattersall’s Club, there is a dress code we need to abide by 
and this will be well advertised in advance.
As you know, the St Columban’s Past Students Association is underpinned by key three tenets:
Friendship, whereby the Association provides a vehicle for past students to stay connected and networked with each other in order to 
maintain the lifelong friendships started as students.
Fellowship whereby we endeavour to give back to the school by providing support and opportunities to current students.
Empathy whereby we recognise that not all of our past students are doing as well as they might and as a collective, we undertake to 
identify and assist them as appropriate. 
To ensure the Association is postured to deliver on these three tenets, I would urge you to become a Life Member of the Association. 
The cost is a small one off fee of $40 that will ensure the Association can be maintained, provide subsidised social activities and provide 
bursaries to current students. Donations are also welcome. Payment can be made via direct debit as follows:

Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank Australia Branch: Archdiocesan Development Fund

BSB: 064-786 Acc: 511311600

Acc Name: St Columban’s College Reference: 
PSA/Surname (first four letters only)/ 
Initial/ Alumni Year eg PSAEvanP82

Finally, I am always looking for additional help with the committee. Should you feel that you are in a position to 
assist, please do not hesitate to contact Jenny on Jennifer.butler@bne.catholic.edu.au or on 5495 3111 Monday 
and Tuesday mornings during of school terms. 
I trust this find you well and I would encourage you to regularly visit the College webpage and register via the PSA 
Portal www.stccommunity.com
Gogra
Paddy Evans (‘82) 
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Edmund Rice Students in Perth

The Edmund Rice Tradition:  
 Humanity, Justice and Solidarity
EREA Leadership Conference: 2016 School Leaders Alex Taylor, 
Ethan Dollard, Summer Price and Ardristan Butler travelled to 
Perth for the 2016 Edmund Rice Education Australia Leadership 
Conference. School leaders from all over Australia attended the 
Conference. Read what our School Captains had to say about their 
experience of the conference.

Our trip to Perth taught us more about the history of Edmund Rice 
and his charism and how we can include the four touchstones 
(Liberating Education, Gospel Spirituality, Inclusive Community and, 
Justice and Solidarity) into our leadership and St Columban’s ethos. 
The leaders of the seminars taught us how to be the leader we want 
to be, we asked a lot of self-reflection questions: How do I want to 
be remembered? What is my leadership goal for the year? What do 
I want people to think when they hear my name? I, personally, took 
away the skills they taught us with how to deal with conflicts and 
the different personalities that people have and how to understand 
their point of view. Definitely a 
trip that changed - I think all of 
us - for the better.

Summer Price 
SCHOOL CAPTAIN 2016

For me, the trip to the EREA 
Conference in Perth was one 
filled with new experiences, 
amazing people and fun times. 
From the word go, we were 
challenged to look deeper into 
our leadership position, meet 
new people, widen our views 
and plan for the year. Through 
activities, keynotes and general 
conversation I was able to learn 
and share new techniques and 

methods that can be used in my leadership position. Overall, it was 
a positive, inspiring and valuable trip.

Alex Taylor 
SCHOOL CAPTAIN 2016

The EREA conference was a very inspiring and eye opening 
experience. I not only learnt more about Edmund Rice and the 
four touchstones, I mostly learnt who I was as a leader. The 
four touchstones are: Liberating education to others, Inclusive 
community -involving everyone, Justice and solidarity- leaving no 
one behind and lastly Gospel and spirituality- God is always with 
us. The touchstones revolved around leadership and the types of 
people we can be and strive to become. I learnt that as a leader we 
need to explore different opportunities involve others and believe in 
ourselves, to take initiative and make a change whatever it may be. 
Over the three days we all gained new friendships and learnt many 
things about ourselves and the leaders we strive to be. 

Ardristan Butler 
SCHOOL VICE CAPTAIN 2016
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Mrs Mona Lee
A friend of mine’s an architect. Got a big contract with the government building schools.

Where do you start? The budget of course. X dollars equals so many bricks and square metres 
of concrete. It’s not that interesting really.

But we know that’s not true. Schools are built from things delivered on the back of a truck 
but they’re held together by people. People like Mrs Lee. I never saw Mrs Lee come and go at 
Columbans. She was always just there.

Always at her desk between the teachers’ room and the principal’s office... All contact through 
a half open window like a McDonalds drive-through. No matter the problem the solution was 
invariably ‘go see Mrs Lee’.

Hers was the last compassionate face you saw on the way to whatever fate awaited in the 
principal’s office and the first you saw after. A neat, small, grandmotherly woman who looked 
at you through thickish spectacles impervious to schoolboy charm. Whatever bewitching details 
there were to staging Colana, athletics, rugby or debating Mrs Lee knew them. Depositing or 
collecting sugar, raffle tickets ... It all fell on her desk.

And she knew each of us by name. For all the wonders in my kids’ 21st century schools we 
don’t have a Mrs Lee. She’s been replaced by a portal – some insufferable computer package or 
Facebook page – and a pale replacement in my view.

For as long as I can remember Mrs Lee was part of the mortar holding Columbans together. For 
as long as we remember she always will.

Written by Shane Doherty – Alumni 1982

Bobbio Highlands

St Columban’s College at Albion, Brisbane was 
built on the property known as Highlands. The 
residence “Highlands” was erected sometime in 
the 1860s. Archbishop Duhig purchased the 
property and the building in 1927 and in the 
same year, he laid the foundation stone of the 
College at Albion. The College was officially 
opened in 1928.  The Highlands residence was 
initially used as a monastery for the Christian 
Brothers and later became the College 
Administration building. The Administration 
building at the Caboolture site (opened in 1997) 
retains the same name to preserve the strong 
associations with its past. It honours the legacy 
of the Christian Brothers and the four 
“Touchstones” of the Edmund Rice Charism – 
Liberating Education, Gospel Spirituality, 

Inclusive Community, Justice
and Solidarity.

St Columban’s College was originally 
located in the suburb of Albion, Brisbane 
from 1928 - 1996 and was established by 
the Christian Brothers as a school for boys. 
The Albion site is located close to the city 
and in the 1900’s was particularly noted 
for its mix of different nationalities and 
strong Catholic community. In 1985 
Brisbane Catholic Education became the 
administrators of the College. When St 
Columban’s College was relocated to 
Caboolture in 1997, the central gathering 
space was named Albion to recognize the 
importance of the College’s rich heritage. 
Many past students treasure the Albion 

days and continue to support the
College at Caboolture.

Saint Columban (542 - 615) was a missionary, 
adventurer and scholar who established monasteries 
throughout Ireland and Europe. Bobbio is a small 
town in Northern Italy and Bobbio Abbey was the last 
monastery founded by the Irish Saint Columban. It 
was to become the final resting place of St Columban 
and a significant pilgrimage spot for the St 
Columban’s Missionary Society and our College 
community. The Abbey was a centre of Religious 
culture and became known for its school, museum, 
place of worship, welcome and hospitality. It is our 
intention that visitors to our Bobbio restaurant and 
café experience the same spirit of Columban blessing, 
welcome and hospitality, akin to those who travel to 
the original site located in Northern Italy. Following in 
the tradition of the Albion Parents and Friends 
Association, the Caboolture Parents and Friends 
continue to be involved and welcoming at College 
events. This happens regularly in the vicinity of 

Bobbio, Mary MacKillop Performance Centre and
our various sporting ovals. 

English 

Dr Monsignor John English became the College 
Chaplain in 1939 and for many years he 
channelled much needed financial support to the 
College. He was a strong advocate for the 
College both in its financial and spiritual 
development. Not only did Monsignor John make 
a name for himself throughout Brisbane, he was 
recognised throughout Australia as a skilled 
orator, preacher, lecturer, scholar, educator and 
conversationalist. He was in high demand as a 
speaker at Catholic functions and throughout the 
Diocese.  To recognize his great contributions, 
the library at St Columban’s College, Albion was 
named after Monsignor English, and to preserve 
this legacy, the library at St Columban’s College 
Caboolture is also named in his honour. The 

library precinct is a modern integrated
learning space incorporating a

“café arts culture”. 

Mooney

Brother Alan Mooney was a Past Principal 
of St Columban’s College, Albion, 
Brisbane from 1974 to 1976 and also a 
past student. His leadership was strong 
and his concern for the boys’ spiritual 
education and the prosperity of the 
College was evident. He was tragically 
killed in a car accident in 1978 and as a 
testament to the affection and respect 
that the community held for Brother 
Mooney, the Mooney Manual Arts 
building opened in 1980 and was named 
in his honour. The naming of the Mooney 
building continues to acknowledge his 
outstanding legacy and its links to the 

College’s history. 

Whytecliffe

Whytecliffe was a historic residence originally 
built in the 1800s as a private home at Albion, 
Brisbane. Archbishop James Duhig purchased 
Whytecliffe in 1959 and in 1966 it was decided 
to renovate the building and present it to the 
Christian Brothers in recognition of their hard 
work and achievements. In 1968 the Brothers 
moved into the newly restored building at St 
Columban’s as part of St Columban’s College 
campus, which substantially improved their 
living conditions. Whytecliffe remains a classic 
building that has stood for well over one 
hundred years. It still stands serving the 
community at Albion. Our College honours its 
rich history, the legacy of the Christian 
Brothers, and its elegant visual design in the 

naming of this centre of creativity
at Caboolture.

Parry

Jack Parry (1910 – 1965) was an outstanding teacher, 
orator and parent to 11 children. He was very active 
over a long period, including the time of Brother 
Raymond Whiteman, who was Past Principal at 
Albion, Brisbane, between the years 1962-1966. Br 
Whiteman led the College during a time of 
unprecedented growth, innovation and change. In 
these exciting times, Jack Parry contributed greatly to 
the culture, faith and energy of the College at Albion. 
He was known for his deep, practical faith and his 
dedication to teaching and education. Jack Parry 
co-founded the famous Colana Carnival, which 
became an integral part of the cultural and 
community fundraising life of the College. To 
commemorate his dedication The Parry Science Hall 
at Albion was named after him. Dr Whiteman always 
referred to Jack as a saint who inspired others by his 
example in the building up of the College. Today, the 
Parry Building is the Well-Being Centre where the 

legacy of care and dedication to
students continues. 

Kells

The “Book of Kells” is a beautiful manuscript 
containing the four Gospels. It is Ireland’s 
most precious medieval artifact, and is 
displayed at Trinity College, Dublin. When St 
Columban (542 - 615) lived in Bangor, Ireland 
as an Irish monk, he contributed to similar 
manuscripts. He was a missionary, adventurer, 
and scholar who established monasteries 
throughout Europe. Monasteries were places 
of learning and service, which facilitated the 
creation of many beautiful manuscripts that 
brought the word of God to life. Our Kells Arts 
and Media Centre acknowledges the scholarly 
and artistic tradition of the monks as it is a 
centre of learning and artistic vision for our 
students. It is a performance and café 
precinct, which encourages hospitality, 

creativity and welcome. 

Lee

Mona Lee was employed as the College 
Secretary at Albion, Brisbane in the early 
1960s. Her commitment to the College 
was demonstrated through her 23 years of 
dedicated and compassionate service. The 
students who work and learn in the Lee 
building are encouraged to demonstrate 
the same work ethic and care for others. 
The Lee building also reflects the spirit of 
Mona Lee in its hospitality, living and 
design focus. Mona Lee’s deep knowledge 
of Columban matters, her calm 
demeanour and her helpful attitude 
enabled her to make an enormous 
contribution to the College. Mona Lee was 

inspirational and gained respect from
all who knew her. 

Albion

James Duhig was Archbishop of Brisbane from 
1917 – 1965. He was one of the youngest 
Bishops in the world when he was appointed and 
one of the oldest when he died. He was a Bishop 
for 60 years and during this time he developed 
his well-known passion for building and the 
acquisition of properties. Archbishop James 
Duhig purchased the Highlands property and laid 
the foundation stone of the College at Albion, 
Brisbane in 1927. He invited the Christian 
Brothers to establish the College at the Albion 
site on the hill, and he maintained an important 
connection with the College during its early 
years. We acknowledge the foresight, vision, 
generous spirit, entrepreneurial skills, and the 
wisdom of Archbishop James Duhig. We identify 
him as a House Patron and the Duhig building is 

named in his honour to preserve the rich
heritage of our College and

Catholic tradition.

Duhig

Edmund Ignatius Rice was born in Ireland in 
1762. He was a wealthy man with a strong faith 
and a compassionate concern for the poor of 
Ireland – a concern that led him to establish 
schools for disadvantaged boys and to ultimately 
found the Congregation of the Christian Brothers. 
St Columban’s College, originally a school 
administered by the Christian Brothers (1928 - 
1985), remains faithful to its heritage of 
providing a liberating education in the tradition of 
Edmund Rice. The Cultural Immersion, Science, 
Learning Enhancement and Careers Centre 
provide a place where students can access an 
excellent education as they strive towards a 
positive future for themselves and our world. The 
College, now administered by Brisbane Catholic 

Education, is an Edmund Rice Associate 
School retaining its Edmund

 Rice charism.

Edmund Rice
Centre

O’Driscoll

Brother Francis Pius O’Driscoll was the foundation 
Principal of St Columban’s College and led the 
College at Albion, Brisbane from the period of 
1928 to 1934. The College at Albion began as a 
school for boys catering for students from upper 
Primary to Senior Secondary. Br O’Driscoll was 
best known for his energy and enthusiasm, and 
was described as a “human dynamo”. He was also 
very dedicated to his calling, faithful to prayer life 
as well as the demands of establishing a school. 
This dynamism was instrumental in the 
development of the College in the early years. He 
was a man of vision, integrity and inspiration who 
possessed a strong work ethic and superior 
organisational skills. Today at the Caboolture site, 
we honour Br O’Driscoll as the Patron of one of our 
Houses and the namesake of the O’Driscoll 

building as a testament to the work of
the Christian Brothers in

Catholic Education.

Sion
Hairdressing Salon

Mount Sion was the name of the first school 
founded by Edmund Rice in 1802 in Waterford, 
Ireland and the final resting place of our 
Patron. Edmund Rice was a man born to wealth 
and privilege. He believed in education for the 
poor of Ireland as a means of liberation from 
poverty. This inspired him to use his wealth 
and business acumen to established Mount 
Sion school. Our hairdressing salon Sion is the 
embodiment of the same philosophy - to offer 
the students the chance of a liberating 
education. It is a “first” in the community, 
representing innovation in education, 
encouraging creativity and fostering business 
partnerships throughout the community. The 
College, now administered by Brisbane 
Catholic Education, is an Edmund Rice 

Associate School retaining its Edmund 
Rice charism.

Webb 

Kathy Webb was a distinguished female 
teacher on staff at St Columban’s 
College at Albion, Brisbane from January 
1978 until December 1993. She was 
dedicated to the College and was the 
first female Deputy Principal, appointed 
in 1990. Prior to this, Kathy Webb was 
the English Faculty leader, with a flair for 
literature and the arts, having a very 
positive influence on the students and 
staff.  Kathy Webb always performed her 
duties with a strong sense of optimism. 
She also brought a strong female 
presence to the “boys” and was a role 

model for the leadership of women
in education.

Mary MacKillop
Performance Centre

Saint Mary MacKillop (1842 – 1909) was an 
inspiring educational and religious leader in 
Australia. Her contribution to Catholic Education 
nationwide allowed children the chance to gain 
opportunities not open to them before. Mary 
MacKillop was a woman of courage and pioneering 
spirit. She was a strong advocate for the truth and 
frequently overcame barriers to establish Catholic 
schools. She fought tirelessly, often at great 
personal cost, to achieve the educational 
outcomes that she believed all children in Australia 
richly deserved. In a letter to one of the Sisters in 
1891 she writes that “Little did either of them 
dream of what was to spring from so small a 
beginning”. The Mary MacKillop Performance 
Centre honours the great contribution of  Mary 
MacKillop, the Sisters of St Joseph, and St Peter’s 
Parish in the local area. It is also a place of 

performance where students can excel
in all spheres of College life. 

Molloy

Brother John Gilbert Molloy was the 
fourth Principal of St Columban’s Albion, 
Brisbane from 1938 to 1943. He was well 
known in the College community and 
often described as a man of endless 
patience, with a strong sense of 
compassion and kindness. He is famous 
for his concern for the Columban Boys 
during WWII and their families. We 
honour Brother Molloy as the Patron of 
one of our Houses and as the namesake 
of one of our buildings. In this way we 
hope to preserve the legacy of the 

important work and contributions of
the Christian Brothers to

Catholic Education. 
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Meet William Sloman – Class of 1985

William Sloman graduated from St Columban’s College Albion 
Campus in 1985. William was an avid sportsman and was a member 
of the Queensland Cross Country Team and Captain of the School’s 
Cross Country Team. He also held the 1500 metre and 3000 metre 
records in track and field until 1992 when the record was finally 
broken by student Scott Thompson. William remembers visiting the 
College to present the winning trophy to Scott. The trophy was a 
parting gift to the College by William’s mother Jill. 

Family
William’s parents Jill and Hugh Sloman had seven boys and one girl. 
William was number three in line and all seven boys went to the 
College at Albion. William’s sister Emma went to Stuartholme. All 
the boys received their senior education at St Columban’s and Tim is 
a Police Officer. James is a Principal at a Brisbane College in Manly. 
Michael, is a Major in the Army. David is an Airport worker and he is 
now considering pursuing teaching as a career. Paul is a salesman and 
an agronomist and Anthony is a painter who currently lives in Ireland. 
Will’s sister Emma is in banking and Finance. The family are grateful 
for their St Columban’s education.

Sport
Sport was a big part of William’s life, and William and his brothers 
were involved in school Rugby. He vividly remembers the playing 
fields where the first XV games were played on a Saturday afternoon 
where there was always a good crowd and a great atmosphere. It 
was parents and families of the players there and also of course the 
opposition. He remembers the junior students cheering them on 
wishing that they were on the field as well. Because they had such 
a big family William’s mum would drop them all off at 7.00am then 
Dad would come back and have lunch with them and then return to 
pick them all up at around 5.00pm - so it was an all day event and 
they would all get into the Kingswood station wagon and go home 
exhausted.

Fond memories about sports coaches were of Br Murphy who was 
the Hurdle coach. He thoroughly enjoyed working with him and 
remembers Br Murphy created four or five St Columban’s College 
State Hurdle Champions from the students that had a natural ability. 
He was able to turn kids around and help them be really good 
performers. Another coach he remembers was his Swim and Cross 
Country Coach, Pat Goode. Mr Goode joked that his name Pat stood 
for “Pain Agony and Torture is Goode”. 

William nominated “Primary Teaching” in his Year Book

William has been a primary teacher for 27 years and is still loving it. 
He’s been at the Morayfield East State School for the past 11 years 
where he is currently the Year 5 Teacher. When asked how he got 
into teaching, William shares “back in those days, the College put all 
students on a bus and drove us around to all the different universities 
and I was taken to the Brisbane College of Advanced Education at 
Carseldine. I found myself really interested in teaching. I really liked 
the campus, there was a lot of grass, a lot of green space and trees 

and appeared to be a really 
relaxed environment. At the 
time, I was doing a lot of 
sports and running and one 
of my friends suggested that if 
I became a teacher I would still 
have time to pursue my sport 
as I’d have extra time to train – 
and that’s what I did, I spent a 
lot of time riding my bush push 
bike to College and back five 
times a week.” At the age of 
28 I had a significant knee injury 
while playing gaelic football, he 
injured it a again a couple of years 
later and confessed “I should have 
bought a boat” which he did! 

William’s Memories of 
Albion campus... 
He remembers the historic buildings and in particular Brother’s house. 
He remembers that there was a lack of grass on the campus and at 
lunch time, it was all about sport, so William and a whole bunch of 
kids use to get quite a bit of gravel rash because it didn’t slow them 
down – they spent hours on the handball court there.

He recalls the famous Colana Carnival which was the second biggest 
show in Queensland after the Ekka - it was the annual school fundraiser 
and he remembers a gentleman by the name of Mr Hennessy that 
used to run that show, he remembers he was always on the phone 
trying to get donations in for the school. Colana Carnival memories 
coincide with sugar drive memories where students would be asked 
to bring in sugar to the classroom and that sugar would go to 
mums to make cakes and toffee 
apples and food items to sell at 
the Carnival. 

Other memories...
Williams remembers getting the 
cane a few times and remembers 
that he deserved it! He also 
enjoyed swimming carnivals in 
the Valley Pool.

Pictured here with his son, 
William catches up with his 
mates from time to time and his 
now living at Moreton Downs 
near Deception Bay. He’s 
planning to attend the Soaring 
Eagles Reunion later this year. 
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Monday 25 April –  
St Columban’s College contingent on King Street Caboolture
St Columban’s College students proudly march the new Anzac banner during the Anzac Day Parade at Caboolture. The banner 
was kindly donated by past student and veteran Terry Fogarty. Over 300 St Columban’s students proudly participated on the day. 

About the St Columban’s marching banner... 

Military Units have banners which identify their marchers and include important parts of their military history. The St Columban’s 
marching banner follows this tradition. The banner is a complementary approach to our 25 Memorial Blazers.

The intention, with both the memorial blazers and the marching banner, is to give students, past and present, the opportunity 
to know the military history of their College, and to honour the Supreme Sacrifice of our fellow students.

Copies of National Archives’ files can be viewed for most of the World War 2 past students on: http://amvif.com/stcmilitary/

Terry Fogarty, Past Student and Veteran

You can view the St Columban’s College Anzac Day Ceremony at www.stccommunity.com

Anzac Day 2016
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A big thank you to all who attended the Annual Past Students 
Soaring Eagles Annual Reunion at the Orient Hotel. As is the norm 
with reunions, there were many old acquaintances reunited, many 
old stories retold and memories/myths relived.... some of them 
may have even been based on fact! I was personally delighted to 
have the opportunity to meet many past students for the first time 
and enjoy their company. 

This year we were privileged to have students from 1946 onwards 
in attendance and a special mention must go out to the classes 
of 1985 and 1995 who took the opportunity to celebrate their 
30th and 20th anniversaries respectively. Both classes also took 
the opportunity to give impromptu renditions of the Columban’s 
War Cry but I fear that they might have been upstaged by the old 
and bolds at the end of the evening (see the video on-line and 
judge for yourself).

As you would all appreciate, these nights are not possible without 
the unwavering support of our College. It would be remiss of 
me not to acknowledge Principal Ann and Vice-Principal Cathy 
as well as the current College staff who made up the organising 
committee, especially Linda, Pat, Margie and Roeland as well as 
the communication team of Claire and Andrew. I can assure all 
that without all of their enthusiastic involvement, the night would 
not have been the outstanding success it was.

On the night you will recall Ann’s address that paid tribute to 
Bill Thornton, a foundation student and member of the original 
Class of 1928, who had turned 100 earlier this year. Sadly, the 
following morning, we learnt that Bill had past peacefully in his 
sleep on or about the same time we were toasting him and his 
achievements at the reunion the night before. I was privileged 
to attend Bill’s funeral along his family and friends and a solid 
contingent from St Columban’s comprising of Ann, Cathy, Pat, 
Linda, previous St Columban’s Christian Brothers and past and 
present students. Bill would have been proud of the moving 
and at times light-hearted Eulogy skillfully delivered by his son  
Br Neville Thornton (also a past student) and his eldest great grand 
daughter. Bill certainly led a influential and fulsome life, something 
we should all feel rightly proud of and aspire to.

In closing, thank you again to all who attended the reunion. For 
those that could not be with us, I sincerely encourage you to make 
it a priority for 2016. Finally, please stay in touch via the website, 
facebook and e-mail as we would welcome your feedback and 
ideas.

I trust this edition of The Eagle finds you and yours well.

Gogra Gogra

Paddy Evans 
President 
St Columban’s Past Students Association

2015 Reunion Wrap Up
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Student Achievements and Highlights

Curtain Raiser In Super Rugby – Suncorp Stadium 30th April 2016
Combined Catholic Colleges Verses The Combined Independent Colleges
The 2016 CCC team lost 29 – 10 to the CIC side at Suncorp on Saturday night. The CIC team started the match well scoring 2 quick tries  
to lead by 12 points early in the first half. Try as they might, the Catholic boys struggled to get out of their own half during the early part 
of the match. Too much dropped ball and some ill-discipline allowed the Independent team to keep the Catholic team under pressure. To  
their credit, the CCC team defended extremely well to deny many scoring opportunities for their opposition. Late in the first half the CIC team 
managed to score two fine tries to 
lead the match 22 – 0 at the break.

The Catholic team managed to 
maintain the ball for extended 
periods of play and as a result scored 
two fine tries to bridge the gap to 
29 – 10. They attacked with vigour 
and defended bravely but all the 
early defensive work finally took its 
toll and the CIC team scored the 
final try late in the second half to 
run out eventual winners, 29 – 10. 
St Columbans had seven students 
involved in the team: Elijah Kefu, 
Mosiah Kefu, Jordan Sampson, 
Connor Jackson, Will Greensill,  
Tyron Bouraga, Harrison Murphy. 
They did their College and 
themselves proud with their personal 
performances on the night.

Darren Crilly 
Assistant Principal, Middle Phase

Career soars for new USC Chancellor’s 
Medallist
The USC Chancellor’s Medal recognises a graduate’s outstanding contributions to the 
local or wider community, as well as high academic achievement. Congratulations to 
Paul Kacykowski (2000 Alumni) for being the successful recipient of the USC Chancellor’s 
Medal 2016.
On the 7th of April Paul graduated from his Bachelor of Nursing with a GPA 
average of 6.94 out of 7. Paul also received The Joy Cocker Silver Medal from 
the Centaur for Nurses last semester for gaining the highest GPA in the final year  
of his degree. 

Good Luck in Rio Lucky!
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Lauren awarded Human Rights Internship

Alumnae 2014 Lauren Wilkins 
Awarded Internship with Australian 
Human Rights Commission - follows  
in the Footsteps of Edmund Rice 
Alumnae 2014 Lauren Wilkins credits St Columban’s College and 
the Edmund Rice influence for igniting her passion for social justice. 
The QUT Student Ambassador who studies a Bachelor of Justice 
at Gardens Point campus has recently won an internship with The 
Australian Human Rights Commission in Sydney.  Lauren is the first 
QUT student to be accepted into the programme and cannot wait to 
start.

“During my time as an intern at the Australian Human Rights 
Commission, I will work with the Human Rights Scrutiny team. In this 
team I will engage with parliamentary scrutiny processes, UN human 
rights mechanisms and Refugee, Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity 
and Intersex Rights. I will be conducting various research tasks, 
drafting speeches and submissions and examining policy. I will also 
have the opportunity to observe team meetings, attend workshops, 
rights talks, launches and commissioner briefings. Furthermore, I will 
work collaboratively with Senior Commissioners and participate in 
visits to other agencies and organisations. I am ecstatic to be selected 
for this opportunity to gain a practical understanding of human rights 
promotion and protection and to gain an insight into the work the 
Commission undertakes as a National Human Rights Institution.” 

What a fantastic achievement.  Well done Lauren!

When asked was if there anything from her time at St Columban’s 
College that influenced her chosen career path, Lauren states, 
“Economics and history both influenced my choice to study at 
university, and discover the areas I am passionate about”.  Law often 
gets negative press but it is a powerful vehicle for social change. At 
the end of her studies Lauren would like to work with both refugees 
and women’s rights and advocacy.

The St Columban’s community congratulates and wishes Lauren all 
the very best with her outstanding achievement.  We look forward to 
hearing all about her internship when she returns from Sydney.

Written by Jenny Butler and Cathy Galvin

Josh Connolly (Alumni 2015) 
Josh Connolly 
(Alumni 2015) is 
currently in Poland 
competing in the 
IAAF World Under 
20 Championships 
in long jump events.  
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
to Josh on being 
awarded an 
Academic and Sports 
Scholarship at Griffith 
University on the 
Gold Coast where he 
commenced studying 
this year. 



Caboolture Health Care Academy and Health Alliance Charter Signing
As part of a new initiative to holistically support the healthcare 

outcomes for the local community, St Columban’s College 

and Caboolture State High School has partnered with the 

Caboolture Hospital and TAFE Queensland to develop an 

innovative training pathway program for Year 11 and 12 

students. 

2016 has seen the successful commencement of this 

program, which involves students completing a Certificate 

II in Health Support, and then leading into the Certificate 

III in Health Services. These qualifications provide a strong 

pathway into the health care industry and similarly ensure 

the future workforce development for the Metro North 

Health Service – which is one of the largest employers in 

Queensland. Students work in conjunction with TAFE trainers 

in a simulated and real hospital environment to ensure that 

their training is state-of-the-art and highly relevant and 

engaging. 

This pilot program is only available to students from St 

Columban’s College and Caboolture State High School, so 

we are feeling very privileged to be part of this innovative 

program. Students from the St Columban’s College Music 

Excellence Program were invited to perform for the guests 

and stakeholders at the event.

The Health Care Academy is one part of a larger ‘Raise Them 

Up’ Project which combines a range of health initiatives in 

areas such as allied health, social care, community forums, 

aged and paediatric care. This broad strategic project aims to 

improve the health service partnerships in the local community 

to improve the health outcomes for all. At this stage, there 

are nine partners represented by the RTU Alliance, and  

St Columban’s is one of the key stakeholders in this charter.

Caboolture Health Alliance
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The Annual Longman Awards are the signature local awards in the Moreton Bay Region and recognise 
our community’s hardworking volunteers and achievers who have shown exceptional community spirit. 
These awards do not distinguish young people in the categories but rather were cross sectional. St 
Columban’s College’s excellence was recognised at this event.

Student Achievements: special Congratulations to Ella Connolly for her win of the Sport Category of 
the Longman Awards - Ella has achieved Gold Medals at Australian level in her Running as well as 
Touch Football representation. She is the youngest ever to achieve 5 Gold medals in her sprints section. 
She qualified at World Women’s level but was not allowed to compete as she is too young. Ella won 
against all sports people in the community. Other finalists included Lucky Patterson who won it last 
year and recently has 12 Australian Records. Other finalists included Jordan Sampson with Rugby Union 
Queensland achievements, Tegan Lather in the Environment category with her extraordinary efforts in 
this area. 

P & F Achievement: congratulations to current P & F President Mr Terry McMahon for his nomination for 
the Longman Awards for his Volunteering Service to Community.

Longman Awards

Pictured above: Ella Connolly competing in Perth earlier this year 
Pictured below: Terry McMahon and Wyatt Roy
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Charity Golf Day

Congratulations to the organizing committee for our 

9th Charity Golf Day – it was a beautiful day and all 

the teams really enjoyed themselves. They were all 

happy to support our Outreach program and there was 

a well nurtured feeling of community! The raffles and 

auctioning of a few items were very popular and saw 

considerable dollars raised – at present just over $12,000 

Total donations raised to go to our Outreach program!

The winning team was the Martin Jonkers Team where  

Ryan, Martin, Liam and Dylan won the day.

The College Cultural Immersion and Outreach Program 

is specifically formulated to promote opportunities 

for our students to participate in a variety of activities 

including our, Pilgrimages, Garma and Northern 

Territory Immersion/Exchange, Edmund Rice Ministries 

and ROSIES Outreach Program.

One of the reasons for our commitment to this Immersion 

and Outreach Program is that it helps our students develop 

a greater sense of social responsibility and capacity for 

change. Many of our students who participate in these 

programs become aware of inequalities in the world for 

the first time and are awakened to the great need that 

is in the world. They realise that one person can make 

a difference. St Columban’s College supports cultural 

diversity and outreach. Our College has a vibrant Youth 

Ministry course and we are hopeful that our students 

and the local community will benefit from participation 

in these kinds of activities.

Thank you to our sponsors including Zoo Sport as a 

Platinum, Bulk Granite Haulage, Martin Jonkers Motors 

as Silver, DKM Plumbing and Landscape City as Bronze 

and the many others.  See a list of our sponsors below.  

We are very appreciative to the Parents & Friends helpers 

for running the BBQ.

It was great to see a number of past students attend and 

support this event including Ryan, Martin Jonkers, Liam, 

Dylan and Terry Fogarty.

The visits and support from our politicians including 

Hon Wyatt Roy and Hon Rick Williams were very much 

appreciated and again we say a special thank you to 

Pacific Harbour Golf Club!

THANK YOU to the CHARITY GOLF DAY SPONSORS

• Amalgamated Pest Control 

• Ann Rebgetz 

• Bribie Island Coaches 

• Bulk Granite Haulage 

• Caboolture Screen Printing 

• Caboolture Sports Club 

• David Nass (David Nass + 1, James 

 O’Connor, Tim Macuga) 

• DKM Plumbing 

• Effective Airconditioning 

• Heather Depasquale (Margurite Burns,  

 Patsy Olive, Andrew Currie, Jasmine O’Hara) 

• Landscape City 

• Martin Jonkers Motors 

• Ocean & Earth Tiling 

• Opus Architects 

• St Eugene’s College (The Spirits) 

• St Peter’s School P&F 

• Struddys Sports 

• Zoo Sport



The 2016 performance of ‘Headspace’ was another avenue that 

showcased the fabulous talent of St Columban’s students and 

has provided a platform for what is next in store for the schools 

performing Arts department. The performance captured the 

themes of teenage angst and loss and allowed all students to 

participate in a way that was both meaningful and enjoyable. 

Headspace was the product of teacher/artist facilitated direction 

with an emphasis on student driven decision making. Blending 

live music with cinematic and stage action, the young people in 

this show have been tested on their ability to solve production 

questions using creative solutions. 

It was so inspiring to see the talent of St Columban’s staff 

and students working together to produce an inspiring and 

engaging piece of theatre. The many many hours of rehearsing 

and hard work showed its fruits in the final product. It was 

very unique in its exploring of Headspace and was planned 

in partnership with Markwell Productions, whom were able 

to take the script to the next level with an involvement of 

cinematic projections throughout. This process of having an 

artist in residence allowed students to have a taste of working 

with professionals in the industry and being exposed to skills of 

performance, directing, staging, lighting, and sound in way that 

only further enhanced their work in the classroom. 

Tammy Johnstone 
Teacher: Drama & English

Headspace
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5 Year Service Badge 
The 5 year service badge is awarded to Year 12 students who have participated in a particular TAS sport for 5 years. This award recognises 

students’ ongoing commitment to the College’s cocurricular program and its tradition of participating in the TAS competition. The College 

proudly recognises the continued participation of the following students in Trimester 1 sports. Congratulations!

Tennis (Girls) – Georgia Kalman

Basketball (Girls) – Stephanie Hudson, Madison Clark and Ardristan Butler

Volleyball (Boys) – Rusty Rosenberger, Sam Gonano and Callum Clark

Cricket (Boys) – Dulanna Kollamune, Dylan Lamb, Damien Thompson and Gerald Ubaldo

Swimming –  Ally Nicholson, Madeleine Wainwright, Thomas Kelso, Tyler Wykman, Jack Lowrie, Corey Cumner, Kristel Roelf

TERM 2

Cross Country – Jack Lowrie, Claire Torrens, Tyler Wykman,  
Ben Totoro, Jake Hollinger, Ally Nicholson, Jasmin Pressley,  
Stephanie Hudson And Corey Cumner

Tennis (Boys) – Rusty Rosenburger

Rugby – Jordan Sampson, Eli Kefu, Christian Lepper,  
Liam Houchin, Harry Murphy, Mosiah Kefu, Ethan Dollard,  
Gerald Ubaldo, Jake Hollinger.

Hockey – Yolanda Krysman, Rachel Orupold, Ardristan Butler,  
Nicki Conroy, Georgia Kalman, Mackayla Corey.

Netball – Stephanie Hudson, Haylee Crottee, Alana Patch,  
Joedeane Crameri, Sarah Nichols, Rachael Morrow,  
Isabel Van der Meer.

Andrew Huggett 
TAS Sports Coordinator 

One for the history 
books…
A huge congratulations to our 2016 Year 7 
Girls TAS Tennis team, who this year won the 
premiership, making them the first Year 7 team 
in the history of STC to hold this title. Late last 
year we held trials for those interested and we 
were pleasantly surprised with the number of 
interested players. It was difficult to choose 
just four girls, and as it turned out, we ended 
up taking eight players.

Our champion girls who represented STC 
were Jasmin Him, Charlee McNeilly, Sienna 
Edwards, Brianna Kidd, Gemma Burnett, 
Hayley Lonesborough, Rhiannon Bennett and 
Tina Chen. 

The girls started the season with a bang and 
went through the competition undefeated. 
Under the guidance of their coach  
Leon Ramage, the girls grew in strength  
and confidence each week and I have to  
say we couldn’t keep them off the courts!  
If these girls are any indication, the future of 
tennis as STC is looking bright!

Margie Hallinan 
Tennis Coordinator

TAS Sport

TAS Results Semester 1
TERM 1

Cricket 7th

Boys Volleyball 8th

Girls Basketball 2nd

Girls Tennis 5th

TERM 2

Netball 2nd

Rugby 2nd

Hockey 9th

Boys Tennis 9th

1st 
overall in 

Rugby  

& Netball
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CALLING ALL 

PAST COLLEGE 

CAPTAINS,  

VICE CAPTAINS, 

HOUSE CAPTAINS  

AND COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS...  

We need your help 

to spread the word 

about The Eagle 

– SHARE this link 

with your Alumni 

classmates... 

www.stccommunity.

com/psa

Tax deductible donations to the 
Building and/or Library Fund 
welcomed and may be made  

via the Finance Office.  

Simply get in touch with  
the Business Manager  

on 07 5495 3111

GOOD NEWS STORIES WANTED
Get in touch with Jenny Butler to share past student news stories  

for the next edition of The Eagle
jennifer.butler@bne.catholic.edu.au – 5495 3111

To BOOK or ENQUIRE about the facilities,  
visit www.stccommunity.com

Emily Buckett (Alumni 2009) is now running her 
hairdressing business from the St Columban’s College 
SION Hair Salon.

More information on Emily’s services and about 
the College Sion Training Salon services at  
www.stccommunity.com/hairsalon
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